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  APRIL/MAY 2023 

St. Paul’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

Chilliwack, BC 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

   “The Lord  is Risen!  He is Risen 

Indeed”.  That has been the greeting 

that Christians have used with one 

another from the earliest years  of the 

faith.  It is the news that brings  hope 

out of hopelessness, life out of death, 

victory out of so called defeat, peace 

out of uncertainty.  I pray that each 

one of you will have a blessed 

celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection 

victory!  It is the news that gives us life 

for now and for all eternity. 

I also want to take this opportunity to 

update you on some news that will 

impact all of us as a 

congregation.  First of all, let me begin 

by saying that there are so many good 

things that are happening  at Saint 

Paul’s.  Our in – person attendance, 

while not yet at pre-pandemic levels is 

rising with each passing month.  It is 

double what it was a year ago at this 

time.  Bible Studies are back and 

people have returned to gathering 

around the Scriptures to learn and to 

grow.  Our Friday evening Children’s 

programme continues to impact the 

lives of more and more children.  We 

are able to have a fellowship time after 

our worship service.  Our Future Focus 

Committee and Connections 

Committee have both done a great 

amount of work that has so positively 

affected our Church.  A new 

Transitions Committee is being 

formed that will look at our future 

staffing needs.  There is so much for 

which to be thankful to God! 

 That being said, we do have one major 

area of concern, and that is our 

finances.  Over the past number of 

years we have had people move away, 

and also sadly, many of our long term 

members called home to the 

Lord.  Thus, our offerings have been 

greatly affected.  What this has meant 

for the congregation was reflected in 

the budget for this year.   The following 

areas have been impacted …  

• We have had to remove one paid 

position in the office.   

• Our music budget was cut in 

half.  This means that we will only 

have live music for six months of 

the year. June, July and August, for 

example will consist only of 

recorded music that we purchased 

several years ago.   

• It has also affected my 

position.  Later this spring I will use 

up my accumulated holiday time 

and as of July 1st I will only be 

serving on a half time basis.   

All of the above are not the choice of 

the Board, the Voter’s Assembly or 

myself.  I certainly wish it would be 

otherwise, but it is the reality of the 

situation.   

Due to the recent flooding of my 

church office I will be working 

primarily from home until repairs are 

complete. You may contact me via 

my cel phone at 604-799-4793. 

     I want to thank those who have 

offered to step up to fill in the gaps 

that we will face as a congregation.  I 

know that no matter what the future 

holds that it is God who holds the 

future.  My prayer is that He will 

continue to lead St. Paul’s forward as 

we seek to be a beacon of His Word 

and His Truth to our 

community.  God bless all of us! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Lunderby 

Message from the Pastor 

An Invitation to the Men from Pastor  
Pastor Lunderby is in the final stages of completing his Major Applied Project 

for his Doctor of Ministry degree.  He held a seminar on “Men as Leaders” in 

November and thanks the 10 men who attended the seminar.  However, 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis is requiring that a minimum of 20 men 

participate in the study.  Pastor will be re-running the course and would greatly 

appreciate any other men who are willing to be a part of this seminar. 

When?  April 15  from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Who is Invited?  All men, age 18 and older 

What is the topic?  “Men as Leaders” 

What will I eat?  Snacks and Lunch will be provided 

Please email or phone the church office to register 

 

 



 

Join us at our Kid’s Club in the 
Park event on Sunday April 2 right 
after church (approximately 
11:30am) at Gwynn Vaughn Park 

on Fairfield Island, rain or shine.  
The covered picnic area will keep 
us dry if April showers appear.  We 
will have an Easter Egg hunt, 
games, songs and a hot dog lunch.  
Our bible lesson topic will be 
“Holy Week”.  All are welcome to 
this family event.  Invite your 
friends and neighbours.  Please 
RSVP to the church so that we 
know how many eggs to hide. 

We completed our Monumental 
curriculum in February which 
followed the Old Testament story 
of Joseph.  Our May session will 
introduce our new curriculum 
called Stellar.  This set of VBS 
lessons are based on New 
Testament stories including 
Jesus’ birth, the story of 
Zacchaeus, Jesus enters 
Jerusalem and more. Kids can 
also look forward to Stellar’s new 
set of Bible Buddies and Science 
Gizmos! 

Would you like 
to see Kid’s Club 
moved to 
Saturdays?  
Children’s 
Ministry Team 
would like your 
opinion.  The 
May Kid’s Club 
date will be 
confirmed once 
more input has 
been gathered on 
the preferred day 
of the week.  Stay tuned! 

Finally, I would like to announce to 
the congregation that I will be 
stepping down as Children’s 
Ministry Leader at the end of June 
2023.  Having served in this role for 
the last four years, I feel God is 
calling me to other areas of ministry 
now.   

We pray that God 
will continue to 
reveal His direction 
for Children’s 
Ministry at St. 
Paul’s.  This may 
mean raising up a 
new leader or 
partnership leaders, 
or maybe moving us 
in an exciting new 
direction.   

Thank you for your 
continued 

partnership in prayer for 
Children’s Ministry, and for all our 
Ministry Leaders at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran. 

In Christ, 
Amanda Gervais 
Children’s Ministry Leader 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 



 

How, might 17 people been blessed through the 
ministry of our congregation the past couple of 
months, you may ask? It has been through the Grief 
Share Programme.  

Each Tuesday night people gather to watch a video 
and then discuss a topic related to grief. These are all 
individuals who have lost a loved one and are working 
through their grief. Comments such as "I don't know 
where I would be without Griefshare" or "God has 
blessed me through my participation in this 
programme" testify as to how God is making a 
difference in the lives of people through this ministry. 
About half the participants are from our church, about 
half are from other congregations. Please continue to 
pray for this 13 week ministry.   

A new Grief Share cohort will be starting in the fall 
on September 5th. We are also looking for people 
who will be willing to help facilitate the programme in 
the autumn. If you are interested please contact Cindy 
Lunderby    

 

CYRUS CENTER 

Feeding the Body and Feeding the Soul 
A big thank you once 
again to John and 
Joanne Hanlon,  Bob & 
Marlene McLaren, and 
friends for help in 
preparing food for the 
delicious dinners 
provided to youth  at 
the Cyrus Center 
youth outreach 
program and shelter. 

This group has been providing pulled pork, salads and 
dessert for 25-30 hungry teenagers in need. If you 

would be willing to join this effort, please contact 
Joanne Hanlon or the church office. 

The Cyrus Center Meal Train program is one of several 
ways our congregation supports the important work of 
Cyrus Center. The Center is a faith-based organization 
that provides temporary housing for vulnerable youth 
as well as counselling and meals for many teenagers 
who are in difficult life situations.  

We also support the Center with monetary donations 
and the collection of much needed items. You may 
also support the Center through your offerings to the 
Local Relief Fund. 

 

MOST MINISTRIES 

Giving the gift of sight 

 

In the area of Missions we continue to support the 
work of Most Ministries. Most Ministries is a 
recognized service organization of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod which we are affiliated with.  

Most Ministries provides free eyeglass testing and 
eyeglasses to people in third world countries who need 
the gift of better sight.  At St. Paul's, we continue to 
gather used eyeglasses to be sent to Most Ministries. If 
you, or someone that you know has eyeglasses that he 
or she no longer needs please bring them to the 
church. When we have a boxful we send them off to 
Most Ministries. Please also  keep this vital mission 
organization in your prayers! 

 



 

Capital Campaign Report 

Our committee has been busy getting the word out 
about the capital campaign and specifically what the 
campaign is raising money for. The recent event with 
the roof leaking on the west side of the building has 
now been fixed. We still have to pay for the roof as well 
as other repairs.  

Our first event, the Murder Mystery dinner, was very 
well received and we had several people come from 
outside the congregation which was extra special. This 
event raised over $2200.00. Thank you to Martina 
Rohde and the Young Adult Group for a fantastic 
evening. 

 

Some of the upcoming events that we are planning 
are:  

• Letters are going out to all current members 

and former members to let them know of the 

needed repairs. This should be in the mail just 

before Easter 

• Chocolate crosses will be on sale for two weeks 

prior to Easter. $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00 

• Easter breakfast Thank you to the Schenderling 

family for organizing this! 

• We are looking at doing a major bottle drive 

right after Easter to catch the empties after the 

family dinners on the weekend.  If you can help 

please let one of the committee members 

know. Our ongoing bottle drive has already 

raised $200 – thank you to the Kerekes family 

for looking after this project. Please continue to 

drop your empties off at the Bottle Depot or 

bring them to the church. 

• Home visits will happen after Easter 

• Car rally is being planned for June 

• November will be an on-line auction 

While these events are great for getting people to 
know each other and have a lot of fun, the reality is we 
will need people to step up and prayerfully give cash 
donations in order for us to meet our goal. Our goal is 
very high but we have been praying for God’s direction 
and we feel that this is a very realistic goal for the 
number of repairs that need to be done to the building. 
To date we have raised over $15,000.00. Check out the 
puzzle on the bulletin board at the church to see where 
the campaign is so far. This is updated every two 
weeks. 

Thank you for your prayers and support for the capital 
campaign and the repairs to our church building. 

The capital campaign committee: 
Donna Little, Sandra Underhill, Paul Schenderling,  
Martina Rohde & Barb Schmidt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

THE CAPTAINS DID IT!  We thought this 
group looked a little suspicious. 

DID SOMEONE SAY 
CHOCOLATE CROSSES?! 

On sale March 26 and April 2 
after church 



 

The Library is Back! 

We are slowly getting things back 
together after loosing many boxes 
of books and videos in the flood. 
There is a lot of cataloguing that 
still needs to be done as we take 
stock of what we have and what we 
lost. 

Newly purchased DVDS: 
- Lord I'm Yours - The Life of Billy 
Graham  

- Jesus the Messiah - Unlocking Old 
Testament Prophecy 

Both will be available for borrowing 
soon. 

Please do check out the library as 
there are lots of good books there. 
I highly recommend "A Skeleton in 
God's Closet" by Paul Maier. The 
library is located at the north end 
of the fellowship hall. Instructions 
for borrowing books and videos is 
posted there.  

Marjorie Nielsen 

ps … I also now have copies of both 
of Pastor Ray's books so anyone 
who is interested in borrowing 
them, please contact me. 

 

Quilting Group 
The quilting group has been busy 
but not with lots of actual quilting. 
In November we organized a 100 
year birthday party for Anne 
Schaefer who has led the quilting 
group for many years. The local 
Progress newspaper came out and 
did an article on Anne which we 
were involved in coordinating too.  
This news article was so popular on-
line that CTV News picked up the 
story and wanted to come and do a 
story for the evening T.V. news.  
The quilting group was also 
involved in coordinating this. 

Currently we are working on a quilt 
that is very different from what we 

are used to. There is a lot of hand 
sewing involved. This quilt is 
being made for Doris Cole’s 
daughter who found the fabric 
while going through Doris’s 
belongings after she passed away. 
We are hoping to be finished this 
quilt in the next month, however, 
because of my work schedule it 
has been a slow process.  

Joanne Hanlon has been very 
helpful to our group as she has 
taken our finished quilts from last 
year and is airing them out (with 
the flood the quilts smell a little 
musty) and is delivering them to 
local charities.  So far Joanne has 
delivered 13 quilts to Wagner Hills 
Women’s Campus, 6 quilts to 
Salvation Army and 10 quilts to 
Ann Davis Transition House. I 
would like to give huge thank you 
to Joanne for taking this on. 

With Anne in a senior’s facility, we 
don’t have someone who can 
regularly sew our quilts. If you 
know someone that would like to 
join our group please call us. 

Donna Little, Leslie Hodsall  
and Patty Reimer 

AN INVITATION TO ALL THE LADIES 
All women with a heart for missions are invited to the monthly meeting of our LWML Society. They are 

held the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm. There is a time of fellowship, a brief meeting and a 

mission-based Bible study.  

The LWML magazine is full of mission news and devotional material. It is available to any woman who 

would enjoy receiving it. The renewal deadline is April 15th. Cost is $15 for the year.  

All ladies are invited to the Fraser Valley Zone Women’s Spring Renewal which will be held April 29th at 

Trinity. 9am registration. Car pool available. Please speak to Marjorie Nielsen if you would like to attend. 

Ladies Prayer Pal lunch is scheduled for Sunday May 7th after the worship service. Bring a bag lunch and 

a dessert to share. Drinks will be provided by the LWML ladies. This annual event is for all women – you 

do not need to be an LWML member to attend the lunch and you need not participate in the Prayer Pal 

Program to join in the fun and an afternoon of fellowship with other ladies of faith.  

Sip 'n' Stitch, a group for ladies and men who enjoy doing crafts together, is hosted by LWML  

and continues to meet the third Thursday of each month at 6:30. 

 



 

February 24, 2023 marked one year since the 
invasion of Ukraine. Canadian Lutheran World 
Relief’s partners continue to deliver life-saving aid to 
families who have lost everything. Your support has 
provided incredible hope and help — thank you for 
our compassion. 

As of February 2023, over 8 million refugees have fled 
Ukraine and over 6 million are internally displaced. 
Most refugees from Ukraine have fled to neighbouring 
countries, while some have sought safety elsewhere in 
Europe. As a high proportion of these refugees are 
women and children, protection activities alongside 
humanitarian assistance, have become vital. Inside 
Ukraine, homes and critical infrastructure have been 
damaged and destroyed. Outages of electricity, 
heating and water have been seen in many areas, 
while other services such as health care, public 
transport and internet connectivity have also been 
disrupted. As a result, many people find themselves 
without accommodation and unable to meet their 
basic needs, including for food, water, and medicine. 

CLWR partners in the ACT Alliance continue to 
respond in Ukraine and the region to meet 
humanitarian needs such as food, shelter, emergency 
supplies and trauma support and winterization support 
as well as protection activities and supporting local  

organizations to provide vital services.  

CLWR's response also supports the vital coordinating 
work of Lutheran World Federation (LWF). Inside 
Ukraine and in neighbouring countries, as well as 
elsewhere in Europe, members of LWF are mobilizing 
to respond to the crisis by providing humanitarian 
assistance to those in need and providing longer-term 
assistance to refugee populations in locations 
throughout Europe. 

Our local partners, including Hungarian Interchurch 
Aid (HIA), have provided the following support to date: 

• Delivering 1,631 metric tons of food and non-
food items including sanitary and childcare 
products, household items for shelters, 
generators, medicine, etc 

• Delivering $9.8 million worth of medical 
equipment 

• Establishing Refugee Support Points Hungary 
and Ukraine to provide links to safe transport 
and food for refugees 

• Establishing Child Friendly Spaces in Budapest 
as hubs for displaced families to access 
information and basic necessities 

• Establishing transitional shelters in Hungary 
and Ukraine 

• Implementing a winterization action plan to 
protect vulnerable populations from the rapidly 
advancing cold 

• Providing grants to Ukrainian civil society 
organizations providing community-based 
services 

• Providing multi-purpose cash assistance and 
cash for protection to individuals 

• Protecting and promoting psychosocial 
wellbeing through activities such as free legal 
counselling, resilience-building community 
workshops, sports and art programmes and 
psychotherapy 

• Supporting the renovation of critical 
infrastructure such as schools and healthcare 
facilities 

To support the work of CLWR go to their 
website at Ukraine Crisis Response — Canadian 
Lutheran World Relief (clwr.org)

A YEAR OF TURMOIL … AND CARING … IN UKRAINE 

https://www.clwr.org/ukraine-response
https://www.clwr.org/ukraine-response


 

ADULT BIBLE 
CLASSES – New 

Schedule 

Christian Education is not just for 
children! We are hoping to see all 
our adults participating in at least 
one regular Bible study so that 
we are all growing together in 
our Christian faith. 

Every Sunday morning at 9:00 
am there is a Pastor-led Bible 
study for all adults and teens, 
meeting in the fellowship hall. 

On Thursdays at 10:30 am both 
men and women are invited to 
study God’s word at the church, 
in the fireside area. 

The biggest change is Saturday 
morning …. There will be Bible 
studies for both men and women 
on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of 
the month. Come at 10:00 am 
and share some brunch goodies, 
followed by separate study 
groups for the guys and gals. 

Our Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League Society hosts 
a mission-based Bible study for 
women at their monthly 
meeting, the 2nd Thursday of the 
month at 6:30 pm. 
 

GOD CONNECTS – 

New Course Begins 

Tuesday, April 18 
God, are You there? Everyone, at 
some point, asks this question. It 
can come at moments of sterile, 
academic reflection or in times of 
deep despair. “God, if You are 

there, why don’t You show 
Yourself to me?”  

In this confusing world where 
authenticity is so elusive, it 
seems like we cannot connect to 
God. In truth we can’t—but the 
good news is that God connects 
with us. Wherever you may find 
yourself in your spiritual life, our  
God Connects Class will help you 
explore what the Bible says 
about this remarkably loving 
God, and how this love gives 
direction and meaning to your 
life today and forever.  

This class is designed for those 
who are interested in learning or 
reviewing the foundations of the 
Christian faith. Every Christian 
can benefit from a refresher on 
the basics of our teachings, even 
if you’ve been an “old Lutheran” 
for a very long time.  

Attendance at the class may lead 
to membership in our church for 
those attending the first time, 

but there are absolutely no 
obligations.  

Is there someone at work, in your 
neighborhood, or at your dinner 
table who is not a member of a 
Christian church and is weighing 
heavily on your heart? Here’s a 
chance to invite them to join you 
in a basic introduction to the 
Christian faith and the specific 
teachings of the Lutheran 
Church.   

God Connects will be offered 
for six weeks, on Tuesday 
evenings, beginning April 18 
from 6:30-8:30 pm.  To register 
please contact the church office 
or add your name to the sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board.  

God Connects is a video-based 
course designed by our friends at 
Lutheran Hour Ministries. You 
can learn more at God Connects 
(lhm.org) 

 

CHANGES COMING TO OUR  

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM 

Tuesdays from  
6:30-8:30 pm  

beginning April 18 

https://www.lhm.org/godconnects/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/godconnects/default.asp


 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our 

new Pianist, Emily 
Did you see the article in the 
Chilliwack Progress about our 
new worship service pianist, 
Emily Jou and her sister Jessica? 
Emily now plays for us on the 1st 
Sunday of each month. 
 

Emily and Jessica, two highly 
talented Chilliwack teens are part 
of the Chilliwack Metropolitan 
Orchestra’s (CMO) upcoming 
spring concert on March 29. 

Emily, a Grade 11 student at 
Chilliwack Secondary School, will 
be playing alongside her older 
sister who’s a student at UFV. 
The two also recently won in 
their class at the Chilliwack Music 
and Dance Festival. 

The concert is on Sunday, March 
26 at 3 p.m. at the Salvation 
Army Church (46420 Brooks Ave. 
in Chilliwack).   Tickets are $35 
for adults and $30 for seniors and 
students and available at 
Eventbrite.ca or cash at the door.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

May Birthdays 

 

 

May 5    Desmond Gervais 

May 7    Marisa Neels 

May 8    Markus Westenenk 

May 8    Nathan Lunderby 

May 11   Brooke Schenderling 

May 13   Christine Millar 

May 15   Mary Elias 

May 16   Stephanie Nielsen 

May 19   Dwight Forster 

May 22   Marilyn Kopp 

May 23   Janice McLean 

May 23   Henning Thomsen 

May 28   Winta Henkel 

May 30   Rose Rohde    

 

 

 
 

 

 

April Birthdays 

 

 

April 3    Keith Morden 

April 3    Robert Neels 

April 3    Rev. William Mundt 

April 10   Barry Kolodychuk 

April 11   Rev. Raymond Maher 

April 11   Brook Anderson 

April 15   Dianne Donovan 

April 18   Nathan Kerekes 

April 21   Karolyn Dyck 

April 22   Al Regehr 

April 23   Brenda Wearing 

April 26   Elizabeth Hisdal 

April 26   Trevor Blackwell 

 

 

 Holy Week 

We have several special worship 
opportunities during Holy Week.  

Maundy Thursday will be a Service of Holy 
Communion at 7:00 pm, with a time of 
Fellowship afterwards. Please bring a 
small plate of cheese or hot cross buns to 
share. 

Good Friday will be a traditional Tenebrae 
Service of Darkness at 7:00 pm. 

On Easter Sunday we will gather at 9:00 
am for breakfast. The meal is by donation 
with all funds going to the Capital 
Campaign.  

The Easter Sunday Service of Holy 
Communion will begin at 10:00 am. 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-cmo-presents-classical-musics-all-time-greatest-hits-ever-tickets-473106974697?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


 

.  

 
April 2023 

  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

      1 

      10 am Bible 
Brunch 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9am Bible Study 

10am Worship 
Service 

11:30 Kid’s Club in 
the Park 

PALM SUNDAY 

12 noon Bridge 
Club 

 

6:30pm 
GriefShare 

 7pm MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 
SERVICE 

3pm Village Youth 
Cooking Class 

7pm GOOD 
FRIDAY 
TENEBRAE 
SERVICE 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

9am Easter 
Breakfast 

10am Worship 
Service 

EASTER SUNDAY 

12 noon Bridge 
Club 

10am Community  
Living Group 

6:30 pm 
GriefShare  
wrap- up 

 10:30am Bible 
Study 

3pm Village 
Cooking Class 

6:30pm LWML 

11:30am Young 
at Heart Lunch 

10am Bible 
Brunch 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

9am Bible Study 

10am Worship 
Service 

BIRTHDAY 
SUNDAY 

12 noon Bridge 
Club 

 

6:30 pm God 
Connects Class 

 10:30am Bible 
Study 

3pm Village 
Cooking Class 

6:30 Sip’n’Stitch 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

9am Bible Study 

10am Worship 
Service  

12 noon Bridge 
Club 

10am Community 
Living Group 

6:30 pm God 
Connects Class 

 10:30am Bible 
Study 

3pm Village 
Cooking Class 

  

30 

9am Bible Study 

10am Worship 
Service 

      

10am Worship Service  

 



 

.  

 

May 2023 
  

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

   

6:30 pm God 
Connects Class 

 10:30am Bible 
Study 

3pm Village 
Cooking Class 

 

 10am Bible 
Brunch 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9am Bible Study 

10am Worship 
Service 

LADIES’ PRAYER 
PAL LUNCH 

12 noon Bridge 
Club 

 

6:30 pm God 
Connects Class 

 10:30am Bible 
Study 

3pm Village 
Cooking Class 

6:30pm LWML 

11:30am Young 
at Heart Lunch 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

9am Bible Study 

10am Worship 
Service 

 

12 noon Bridge 
Club 

 

6:30 pm God 
Connects Class 

 10:30am Bible 
Study 

3pm Village 
Cooking Class 

6:30 Sip’n’Stitch 

 10am Bible 
Brunch 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

9am Bible Study 

10am Worship 
Service 

BIRTHDAY 
SUNDAY 

12 noon Bridge 
Club 

 

6:30 pm God 
Connects Class 

 10:30am Bible 
Study 

3pm Village 
Cooking Class 

 

  

28 29 30 31    

9am Bible Study 

10am Worship 
Service 

PENTECOST 
SUNDAY – Please 
wear red! 

 

 

12 noon Bridge 
Club 

  
6:30 pm God 
Connects Class 
Wrap up 

    

 

 

Are you feeling creative? A little techy perhaps? We need several people with these 
skills to operate our streaming equipment and to play recorded music for services when 
we do not have an accompanist. Interested? Contact Barb Schmidt in the church office. 


